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Whether a State of the Empire oughtto 


aydeand aſlift the Roman Emperour 
in the. Bohemian Warres. 
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Frer the high and mighty Lord 
and Prince, Lord 1ohn Erneituc 
Duke of Saxonie,Gulick, Cleue 
and Mont, Landgrauec of T hu- 
ringia, Marqueſſe of Miſnia, 
| Earle of the Marck and of Ra- 
F vcnsburg, Lord of Rauveftein,our gracious Lord, 
FF bath graciouſly ſent vnto vs the DoRors and Pro- 
I {ors of Divinitic in the Princely EleRorall Y- 
I civerſitry of Wittemberge, the reverendand lcar. 
J nd 70bn Maior Superintendent, and Tohn Ger- 
'J }:74, both Doors and Profeſſors in Divinity, in 
FI tis Princely Graces Vaiuerſitic at Icna, with gra- 
J cious Letters of Credence, bcaringdate at Weiu- 
FJ mar the 20. of 7anxary 16 2 0. for te ſpcakeand 
I confer with vs, concerning ſome great & weighty 
FJ conſiderable cauſes, and ro vnderſtand our good 
Y acaning therein : So have wee with | ubmiſhue, 
dutifull,and hononorable reſpeR vato his Prince- 
ly Grace, the 24. of 7anuary, moſt willingly, and 
nall things ſufficiently heard both the ſaid Pro- 
kfors of lena, and thereby vnderſtood in what 
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reſpe& his highly remembred Princely Grace, (© 
carneſily delircth to know our epinions vpon the 
hereafter following Queſtions , which were in 
writing deliuered into our hands, And therenpon 
haucalſoat large in the name and feare of God, 
not onely diſcourſed with them pro & contra, e- | 
ucn the [clte-ſame day , of thoſe Queltions they | 

roughevntovs; butalſotke nextday following | 
did withall , collegialiter , cucn in all our ſeucrall | 
Conucnts and Mectings, ſo farre forth as wasany | 
way neceſſary, thorowly debate the ſame, agreed 
vponan Anſwere, and vpon the forc-faid written 
gracious deſire, haucalſo (for the preuenting of all Þ 
miſconccivingand doubtfulneſſe) committed the | 
ſame vnto Paper, as it here followeth to bee read. | 
Namely: 

1 If the Empcrour doe aſſavltthem, who af- 
firmeand aſſure with ſolemne protcſtation, that 
they ſecke not any thing elſc,then onely the main- 
renance of their Freedomes, Priuiledges, and the | 
libertic of their Religion and Conſcience, promi- 
ſed and confirmed vnto them by ſundry Grants 
and Coucnants ; and bee theretore ſet vpon and 
perſecuted as Encmies. 

2 Amongſt whom there are many good, 2ca- 
lous and faithtull Proteſtant Chriſtians, addited 
ro the truc Lutherane Proteſtant Religion; whoſc 
ſuppreflion will be furthered, if a State ſhall aydc 
and aſſiſt the Emperors Maicſtic againſt them. 

3 Whoare taken and recciucd into the Peace 
of Religion. 
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an orderly and lawtull acknowledgement therof. 


5s With whom there hauc beene ſundry eſpe- 


ciall Agreements, Vnions, and Confelhons accor- 
ded and made, | 

6 But nowcontrarily on the Emperours (ide, 
a man ſhould ioyne himſclte with the Pope, with 
the Spaniards, with the Italians, and with the 
greateſt and bittereſt Enemies of the Goſpel!, 

7 Anditismuch to bce feared, thatit a man 
ſhall he]pe to ſuppreſle and cxtirpate theſe Prote- 
ants, that the Pope will thenalſoafterwards,by 


: * his Adherents and Initruments earneſtly ſeek the 


Baniſhmenr, yea, the vtter rooting our, and finall 
deſtruRion of the reſt which remayne, according 


tothe Tridentine Councels dire | nora? 
$8 Anditisalſo further to bee 


cared, that by 
ſuch aRuall afſhiftance,their own Lands and Coun- 
tries may bee brought into vttermoſt perill and 
danger. 

o Andlaftly, thereby ſhouldalſo forreine Soul- 
dicrs be brought in, to manage & ſway the whole 
bulineſle; a thing directly oppolite and contrary 
tothe Capitulations, and fundamentall Lawes of 
the Empirc. 


Hereupon the Queſtion now ariſcth and 2»ef7on, 


Is, whether (the caſe ſo ſtanding) a State of tho 
boly Romanc Empire profefling the true Religi- 
on, ought not well toconlider and bee aduiſed, 
wherher it ought or may giue atvall ayde and a(- 


liltance vnto the Emperours Maicftic or no ? 


y | VW herc- 


4 Arc readie,and do offer themſelnes, to make 


Anſwer, 


Whereunto wee ſay , that there is cuiden; 
diretion and apparcnt information hereunto, 
ready at hand to bee found in Gods Word; and 
that out of the ſame DircRion, there is ſuch a De. 
claration giuen, by the great Prophet of all Ger- {© 
many DoRour Luther, as that wee catinot in our | 
conſciences cither reietit, or yet know how to 
better it; but find it (in regard of common equity 
and reaſon) te bealtogetheragrecable and conſo. © 
nant vnto Gods reucaled holy Word. 

And although wee with other Lutherane Di- | 
vines could well have wiſhed, and cucn from the * 
bottome of our hearts, that it had not now atall Þ 
beene necdfull to haue had this Queſtion moved, ! 
and cſpecially that wee had beene ſpared, and not | 

| beene troubled therewith, according as we entred | 
into the ſame very vnwillingly , and would much 
rather that the mattcr had beene elſewhere pro. | 
pounded , and the burden thercoft Jayd vpon o- | 
thers, then vpon vs : yet ſeeing it 18 as an high and 
weighty, yea, a leading Caſe of Conſcrence-, layd 
vpon our Conſciences to anſwere, as being the In- 
formers of mens Conſciences; wee would not vie 
any dilatory cxcuſe, (as alſo it is not meete wee 
ſhould) albeit wee cannot otherwiſe expedite the 
propoſed caſe, (De cauſa nobu aut Theology prope: 
ſota,iuxta principia Theolegica, of a cauſe propou- 
ded vnto vs or vato Diuines,according tothe Prin- 
ciplesof Divinitie,)then that in ſuch an exigent, 3 
Proteſtant State of the Empire, ought iuſtly,wel! 


to conſider and bethinke it ſelfe, whetherit beeto 
giue 


gineaydcand affiftanceto the Emperors Maiefty 
or no. 

And firft of all,for the betterinforming ofmens 
conſciences, we neither can, nor ought now, or at 
any time will forbcare to remember, how that all 
high and low Eftates (whether they bee of Spiri- 
tuallor Temporallcalling ) ought with thegrea- 
tcit and moſt diligence poſhble,to endeuour, that 
the Romane Emperours Honour , Reputation, 
Authoritic, and Maieftie, (a|though he bc nor of 
our Religion) and eſpecially in this preſcnt dan- 
gerous time of Commotion, and flocking together 
of Souldicrs,may be wholly witboutall impeach. 
ment, ſupported, preſerued and mayntayned in 
ſafetic. Andtbart beſides the daily powring out of 
teruent Prayers for him, there may alſo bee giuen 
vato him all duc Reucrence, Obedicnce, Submiſi.- 
on and T ribute, in regard that. it is Gods Ordi- 
nance; and for that the Sonne of God was borne 
into the World vndcrthe Roman Emperour, as 
vnder a ©Honarchie, which Daniel in bis Viſion 
conceived, that it{hould abide vntill the Day of 
the great Glory. of Jeſus Chriſt, when hee {ball 
come againe to judge the Quick and the Dead:and 
for thar, the bigh Juſtice of God, bath at all times 
lcverely punilkcd the Deſpilers of Magiſtrates, 
as Gods, (8s boly Writ calsthem)and as them, by 
whom hein Gods ſtead rulcth and gouerncth the 
World; and therefore bath forbidden that any 
ſhould preſume to curſe the King, no not inthe 


heart and thought, and the rich not in his Bed- 
| B cham- 


Kevier, 10.10. chamber. Foy the Bird of the Ayre ſhall carrie 
vp the ſound of the veyce-, aud that which hath 
wings ſhall tell the mazter , as it is written in the 
tenth of the Preacher. 

An1 that therefore wee ought ener to give all 
honour vnto, and fairhfully pray not onely for 
the good and gentle, but alſo forthe froward and 
wicked Kings aud Princes let ouer vs of God;that 
ſo we may tcadea quier and peaceable lite vndcr 
them in all godlineſſc and honeſty. 

Now ſecondly, for ſo much as concerneth the 
fundamental! maine point of this our fore-menti- 
oned Anſwere, vnte the propounded Queſtion in 
calc of Conſcience; albeit the ſame might be very 
largely handled, and much beealleaged for it; yet 
we will now at this timelet it reft, and content our 
ſelues onely with that which is contayned in the 
Commendewtny'or the loue ef 'God, and the 
love of our Neighbour ; as vpon which two (ac- 
cording to Chrifts owne DoArine) dependeth the 
whole Law and the Prophets : And therein confi. 
der, whether the abouc-ſaid ayde and affiftance 
will not fallone, ro bee #s well againſt the loue of 
God, as againſt the loue of our Neighbor ? 

wy And touching the lone of God, like as the Ro- 

Tris againſt the mane Emperours bigh name and preheminence, 
Rm - thallof allmenin the holy Empire bee honoured 
that perſecure Without impeachment, vpon theavoyding of the 

_ theGolpell, heauicft and ſeverefſt, both Divine and Humanc 
puniſhments: So is it never a whit the leſſe, but 


much more befitting, that alſo the Honour of - 
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Almighty high God, and of his beloned Sonne 
Jeſus Chrift, the Truth of his holy ſacred Word, 
the pure Religion, and the enlarging ef the'Chri. 
ftian Church, ſhovld bec taken into confideration 
and care, to the vttermoſt that all humanc reaſon 


"| by aduice and ation is poſhbly able to provide 


for: As being the very meanes, whereby the eucr- 
laſting ſaluation of many and innumerable ſonlcs, 
isto bce wrought and cftefed; the Kingdome of 
Heauen to be planted; anda perpetuall Churchro 

be builded and encreaſed; by whom with all holy 

Angels hee ſhall bee for euermore prayſed and 

bleſſed , the King of all Kings, the Lord of all 

Lords,cucn God the hely and indiviſible T rinity 

blefled for ever. 

And when here it concerncth the Honour of 
God, and the honour of men, as whether is to bee 
preferred before the other ; then that belongeth 
hereunte, which once Saint Peter, and the other 
Apoftles ſaid in the like caſe, A. 5.God muit bee” 
more obeyed then men.\W herunto alſo well agreeth 
Do@or Luthers Meditatiens, T 09.6. at Iex4 in 
Dutch.fol. 282. in his Admonitionto his beloued 
Countreymen of Germany, where he thus ſaith. 

T he firſt reaſon, that thou in ſuch a caſc ſhale 
not obey the-Empcreur, and goe on warfare with 
him, is, that thou (cuen ſo well as the Empe- 
rour) haft ſworne in thy Baptiſmec, to hold and 
maintayne the Goſpell, and not to pcrſccute it, 
norto fight againſt ir. Now thon canſt not bur 
know, that the Emperour is herein ſtirred vp and 

Fe” 8 B 2 ſt 


feton by the Pope, and is by him deceived and (c: 


duced to fhght agaiaſtthe Goſpellof Carift,ſceing 


that our DoRrine was openly found at Ausburg, 
_ tobcthetrue Goſpell of Chriſt, and agrecablcto 
the holy Scripture. And therefore thou ſhalt thus 
anſwerand ſay , vpon any Summons which the 
Empcrour,or thy Prince (hall make; Yea honov- 
red Empcrour, honoured Prince, If thou hold & 
keepe thy Oath, and. Vow made in Baptiſm; 
then ſhaltthou be my honoured Lord, and | will 


be obcgdicnt vnto thee, togo to warre whepſocuer | 
thou wilt. But if thou wilt not hold and kcepethy | 
Vow in Baptiſme and Chriſtian Covenant made | 
with Chriſt, but perſecute the ſame then Icta ? 
' Knaveif bewill,obcy thee in my ſtead. I willnot | 
for thy ſake blaſpheme my God,and perſecute his * 
Word, and ſo deſperately runne and calt my [elfe | 
head-long with thce into the deepeſt bottome of | 


Hell. 


ftian Faith, againſt the Sacraments, againſt all the 
Do&rine which is giuen, eſtabliſhed, confirmed, 
kept and nouriſhed by the Goſpell, as that of the 
Magiftr ate, and ofa temporal Peace and State; & 
briefly, a gainſt allthe Angels and Saints, _— 

| 24 


Now this firſt reaſon comprehends init, many * 
other very great and fcarctull reaſons. For he that ? 
ftriucth and fighteth againſt the Goſpell, he mult | 
likewiſe needes fight againſt God, againſt Ieſus | 
Chriſt, againſt the Hely Ghoſt, againft the preci- | 
ous Bloud of Chriſt, againſt his Death, againſt | 
Gods Word, againſt all the Articles of the Chri- | 
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Heauen, and againſt Earth, and all Creatures. For 
who ſo [triueth and fighteth againſt God, he muſt 
allonecdes fight againſt all rhat is Gods, or that 
holds with God: and whatend that will baue ac 
thelaſt, thou (halt (though too late) finde by thy 
owne oucr-deare bought expcricnce. And that 
which is yet worſt of all, ſuch ſtriving and war- 
ring is done of knowledgewittingly:tor men know 
and acknowledge, that this ovr Dofrine, isthe 
Golpcll indeed; whereas the T urkes and Tattars 
know not that it is Geds Word. And therefore 
there cannot any. bee {o bad, as thou art; nor ſhall 


any be ſo grieuoully punilhed,asthou ſhalt be, For 


thou ſhalt bee ten thouſand times more deeply 
damned, thenall T urkes, Tartars, Hcathen and 
lewes. Hattenws verba Lutheri : Hitherunto are 
the words of Luther. 

Yea and for ſo muchas the children of Darke- 
neſſe, who arc learned Catholikes, will not ceaſle 
nor be weary to reſtore again; to ſpread abroad, to 
propagate,& to defend their Religion, with goods 
and bloud, with bodic and life,thereby to honour 
GoJ (as they think;) which Religion of theirs not- 
withſtanding, is not any thing elſethen the verie 
damned Babilon alrcadic begun to fall ; the very 
Antichriſtianiſme , and as lames Herbran (a well 
experienced learned Diuine) writeth in the Pre- 
face to his T heological| Diſputations z Sertina 
cloaca Satane, inquaomnes ſugs ſordes, abominati- 
mes, impietates, & idolatrias, quot quot excogita- 
1 poſſunt, ingcſ{it ; The very finke and —__ 
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Such ayde is 
avainſt the 

Jouc of our 
Neighbour, 


- generally, but in particular for them, who moſt } 


Satan, whereinto he bath caſt all his filth, abhomi. 
nations, impictics,and idolatrics,that can pofibly 
bc deuiſed. 

How much more then will it become vs, as the 
Children of the Light, not any way to hinder, bur 
by all mcanes to propagate the ſaid holy Truth, 
which ont of Gods vnſpeakable mercy and good. 
nefle, he would have firſt commended cuen from 
Heaucn abouec an hundred yearcs {ince,not vnto a- 
ny others, then cuen vnto vs Germanes, and cſpe- 
cially vnto vs Saxons by Door Luther, and from 
his hand vnto our faithful] hands, ' 

As for the ſecond point, it ftandeth hereingthat | 
ſuch ayde and affiftance will extcnd itlelfe againſt * 
the love of our Neighbour, if that the Lutherane * 
States of the holy Empire,inthe Caſe propounded, | 
{hall and will runne and toyne with the Souldicrs | 
ot the Pope of Rome, andoft the King of Spaine, | 
as thecxtremett and mortalleft enemies of the Go- * 


_ ſpell; againſt ſuch Proreſtant Chriſtians , asare # 


mentioned in the propounded Queſtion, tothe |! 
dceltroying and rooting out of it, andthem. Yet #| 
ſo that the word Neighbour, bee not taken molt Þ 


carneſtly take part with vs, and hold the vnity Þ 
of the Spirit, by the bond of Peace, in the onely 
true Faith, as the ſame commeth necreſt vnto the 
Propheticall and Apoſtolike Writings, contayned 
inthe vnaltered Augsburg Confeſgon , and in the 
Booke of Chriſi;an Concord;that have with vs one 


God, and Father of our Lord Teſus Chriſt,and __ 
Lor 


Lord Chriſt Ieſus z one Baptiſme, one whole vn. 
mangled Lords Supper, in the truc Body, and the 
truc Bloud of Teſus Chriſt; whoin that reſpeRare 
one Body with vs, and wee altogether the Mem- 
bers of one Body :of which the Apoſtles rich and 
ſpiritual] Exhortation is well knowne; and accor- 
ding tothe ſame, every vnderftanding man vſcth 
to take heed viito himlelfe, that wittingly bee doe 
not with his ownc hands, any burt vnto his owne 
Members. How much more then, ſhould all good 


and religious true Chriſtians well foreſee and duly 


conlider Chrift his myſticall Body, (which isthe 
right fairhfell true Church; ) that they perſecute 
and hurt it not atall, no notin any few and ſmall 
Members thereof ? According as alſo the very 
ſtyle both of the holy Lords Praver, Our Father, 
% of the holy Creedot the Apoftles inthe words, 
The Comm union of Saints, doth euen daily pur vs 
in minde of, and that wee Chriftians ſhould both 
ſtrive and pray one with another. And whocan 
tell for whethers Prayers ſake, our Lord hath ma- 

ny times hitherunto bin moned, to ſtay and keepe 
backe many fierce incurſions, and cruell invaſions 
of the Turke,and other furious invading people? 

Whereunto alſoinſome ſortthe words of the A- 
poſtle agree, 1.Co7.12.21. &c. t0 27. and as it fur- 
ther followeth, ſaying : Theeye cannot ſay vnto the 
hand, 1 haue no need of thee - nor azaine the head to 

the feet, I hawe no need of you : Nay much more,thcſe 
members of the body which ſeeme to be more feeble, 
are neceſſary. And thoſe members of the body which 
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we thinke to bee leſſe honourable, vpontheſe wee be. 


flow more aboundant honour , and our vncomely 
parts hawe more abonnadant comelineſſe. For our 


—— haue noneed : But God hath tempered 
the boa) 


members ſhould haue the ſame care one for another. 
And whether one member ſuffer , all the members 
ſuffer, or one member be honoured , all the members 
rejoycewith it. And that Chriftians in ſuch an ac- 
cidcnt for loue ſake towards their fellow Chriſti- 
ans, ſhould alſo not be diſcouraged for any incon- 
ucnience, yea or any perill whatſocucr (that may 
thenceariſe vntothemſe]nes) to ftand as one man 
for thcir brethren, againſt their encmies ;z Chritt 
would expreſly have vs to carne it, by thatſaying 
of his bcloued Diſciple, 1.70hn 3.16. Hereby per- 
ceine we the loue of God , becauſe hee layd downe his 
life for v5; and we ought to lay downe our lincs for 
the brethren. But who hath this Worlds goods, and 
ſeeth his brother hath need,and ſhutteth vp his bow- 
els of compaſion from him, how awelleth the lowe of 
Godin him ? Whence doubtleſſe came the mea- 
ning of the old Prouerbe : Si non paniſts, occidiſts: 
{i nen defendiſts, obruiſli: It thou baſt nor fed, thou 
haſt killed :it thou haſt not defended, thou haſt 
oucrthrowne anddeſiroyed. T begreat and bigh 
God could indeed of himſelfe without others 
helpe, ſpeake and ſend downe hither the Word 


from Hcauen,tor the deliuerance and ſafctic of the 
afMiacd 


together, haning ginen more abundant ho- 
nour tothat part which lacked: That there ſhould | 
be mo ſchiſme or diuiſ1on inthe body : but that the- 
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afflited and diftreſſed Chriſtians, againſt their 
Encmics furic : But bee will hereby try and 
prouethereſt of other Chriſtians, whether they 
will more obey his Commandement, or the com- 
mands of men. And Chrift will amongſt other 
things, ſay thus alſo at the Day of Tudgement, vn- 
to his true Scruants that did partake with hischil- 
drens afflitions : I was perſecuted,and by force of 
Armecs fought againſt for the Faiths ſake,and yee 
had then a fc|low-fceling,ard ſuffercd with me. 

We will not at this time ſay anything, whether 
there muſt not needs by ſuch ayding and afliſting, 
offence ariſe amongſt others, both friends and enc- 
mies, when thcy ſhall ſee thoſe of the ſame pro- 
feflion of Faith , one to ſtrive and make warre n- 
eainſt the other, & that even for matters of Faith; 
whence it may alſo caſily come to paſle,that ſome 
weake Chriftians ſhall hercby bee moucd and oc- 
calioned, though of weakneſle, to ferſake the olde 
Lutheran Faith,and ſo making relapſe, fall againe 
vnto Popery. . 

And it is not concealed but manifeſt, how that 
in regard of giuing of offence in the World, the 
Sonne of God hath cryed out his heauy Woe;and, 
which is the more offenſive «nd worſe, if that 
hereby the enemies ſhall be ſo much the more by 
vs ſtrengthened and hardened in their errours. 

Now as concerning what was the judgement in 
this point,of that our great Propher,D. Marriw Lu- 
ther - Tt is recorded that Mafter Luther in the 


yeare 1529. vpon the Queſtion moued vnto him, 
C whe - 


- 


whether a man might defend himſelfe againſt the 
Emperours Maicſtic, in caſe bee ſhould by force 
indenour to over-runne any man forthe Goſpel] 
ſake, anſwered generally; T hat no man that wil be 
atrye Chriſtian, ſhall riſe vp, or eppolc himſelfe a- 
_ gainſt the Magiſtrate, whether hee doth iuftly or 
vniufſtly; ſecing that Sinnes depriue not the Mz- 
giftrate of his Othce and Calling ; and ſeeing alſo, 
that the SnbicAs of all Lords and Princes within 
the Empire, arc alſo the Emperours Subiefts, yea, 
and mercthen they be their Princes. Wherefore 
men ought to let their people and Countryes 
ſtand open to the Emperour, and befaithfull vnto 
hia, cuen to the hazarding of body and life; and 
not to hold or take part with the greedy Cor- 
merants, who vnder pretence of defending the 
Geſpell, will for their owne aduantage, ſct and 
band themſclucs againſt the Magiſtrate. 

T kis his ſaying is to bee found in his 6.7 om. in 
Daich,printed at Tens, ſub _A1wno i533: but doth 
indeed belong vnto the yeare 1530, But yer after 
this,in his 5.7 omv.in that his excellent Book, whoſe 
Title is; A warning to bis beloxed Countreymen of 
Germany, he ſets downe three ſtrong reaſons, and 
alſo proceedes ſo in amplytying of them, that it 
may well makea mans haire that readcs it, ſtare 
and ftand vpright at the horrible lothſomacſle or 
vglinefle of Popery ; and therewithall concludes: 
T hat if the Emperonr (after bimſclfe to bee indu. 
ced, to make warres for the Popes behoofe and 
bencfit; then ſhould not any man obcy him, And 

| ceing 


ſeeing that Treatiſe is very excellent, forcible 
and necefiary; bur is withall oucrlong to bee 
here tranſcribed and inſerted : We doe there- 
fore carncſtly intreate and dcfire all well- 


minded and honeſt hearts, that (in regard of 


the dangerous times whereinto we arc fallen) 
they would wholly reade it through-out, and 
often ouer. And among other things hce 
there [ſheweth, that by ſuch aprocecging,men 
{hall draw downe vpon thermfclucs, all the 
abominations that arc done and committed 
in and vnder the Papacie; and ſhall as much as 
in them lyeth, oner-throw and deſtroy all the 
excellent geod , that is now reftored anda. 
ezine creed by the holy Goſpel]. 

T helike is alſo ro bee read in his 7. Tom. 
T itle of Reſiftance, forthe ſpace of ten leaucs 
rogether z whereheec diftinguithcth betweene 
the Empcrour, as Emperourz and betweene 
the Empcrour,as being fer on and ſtirred vp by 
.the Pope to make warre. And cucn ſocon- 
cludesin reſpcAtof ayde and afhiftance to bee 
ginen or not, as wee haveaboneconcluded. 

Now if men ſhall lay all this which hath 
beene here prooucd and alleaged , (although 
it be but very ſhort) on the golden ballance of 
their Conſcience, then will the matter it ſclfe 
teach them, tharthey are to follow the Ape- 
files Rule, as it is to beread in the 2.Cor.6. 14. 
Bee yee not wnequally yoked together. Where- 
fore according to the ſame we conclude: T hat 

C 3 as 


as the Caſe now ſtandeth, a Lutherane Prince 
is iuſtly occalioned well to conſider, that in 
caſe his Imperial Maiefty be incited and ſtirred 
vp by the haters of Peace and Quictneſle, to 
make warre againſt Gods pure Religion, then 
heis not bound to aydeand affilt him therein, 
But hce is much rather bound to mediate for 
thoſethat be oppreſled, by interceding,and by 
ad moniſhing, and by bcſeeching; yea and in a 
word, to vicall the poſhble good meanes, that 
humane Rcaſen can deuiſe and thinke vpon, 
for the procuring of their aſſurcd caſe, liberty, 
peace and quictneſſe, 

And this is that which wce thought our 
ſelues bound in dutic, humbly to anſwere vn- 
to our gracious Lord Duke 1ohn Erneſtus , as 
vnto aright worthy Lord,and true Lutherane 
Prince, vpon his gracious Colman. 
And wedo beſcech the moſt high God,that he 


will bee pleaſed for Chriſt Teſus his ſake, ſoto 


enlighten his Imperiall Maieſtie by his holy 
Spirit, that hee may with all his beart and 


ſoule (for the ſalvation of his owne ſoulc) tru- - 
ly more loue God then himſelfe; And that hee 


may hold andeſteeme them forgodly and ho- 
neſt Chriſtians, who doe, and will alſo mere 
louc Gad then the Emperour. And likewiſe 
that hee would after the examples of Cyr, 
Darims , CArtaxerxes, carefully enquire and 
ſeeke out, whether that wee Lutheranes haue 
the right or the wrong on our lides. And -\ ” 
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ſhall find that we have the right, that then hee 
will ſo much the more (and the rather for the 
aduancement of Gods Henour, and the Sal- 
vation of his owne ſoule) publiſh ſuch godly 
Mandates and EdiQts, for the further propa- 
eating of Gods holy Truth, as did the fore- 
ſaid three Kings; with-draw all Warre, and 
cauſe ſincere Peace to bee ſpread and eſtabli- 
ſhed; whereby alſo he may at the laſt Day ap- 

care before God, as one, that had ſo much 
| turthercd and procured Righteouſnefle as the 
\ Sunne dorh lighten the Firmament. Which 
| our good God grant,and vouchſafe graciouſly 
to worke and eftc in himgto the onely Praiſe, 
Honor and Glory of his Divine Name, Amy. 

Giuen at Wittenberge on theday of S. Pauls 
Converſion, being the 25.0f 1anuary; inthe 


yeareof Chriſt, 1620. 


(L. S.) 


Decans Senior, and other the 
Dottors of the Facultie of Di- 
winitie , in the Yniuerſitie of 
Wittenberg. 


FINTS. 


C-PV 
60853-6959 


REPRODUCED FROM THE COPY IN THE 


HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY 


FOR REFERENCE ONLY. NOT FOR REPRODUCTION 


© 


EV FE 


"R< | 


#2 - 
F 

=" 

VA 

= 

bd - 


 VVoman in bY 


Humor, 


® +»... 


a6 &SoOx 


eRoyallE 
16909 * 


changes 


, Prhiited! 'E, 4for Thomas Archer, = areto be 
Sldeathi 1p in the P © 0-0 negre . 


